A RELUCTANT REVOLUTION

DSEA IN THE 60s

The Teachers’ Battle for a Voice

By Chet H. Elder
DSEA Asst. Exec. Dir., 1966-1970
MSTA UniServ Director, 1970-2000

“I won’t be the only one shocked to learn that a DSEA president was also a district superintendent and local
school board member, all at the same time; that DSEA supported a bill that gave all state employees except
teachers collective bargaining rights; that the Odessa School District — one elementary school of five or six
employees — helped level up the salaries of its much bigger neighbor in Middletown; that DSEA staff could
participate in DSEA elections, and even campaign for their favorites; that DSEA — despite representing
administrators — was at the forefront of defending member interests through several successful
constitutional challenges... Intrigued? So many things changed in a whirlwind of local, state and national
events. Reading like a who-done-it thanks to this insider’s view, Chet Elder helps us understand, through
the people involved as well as the whirlwind of local, state and national events in the late 60’s, the twists
and turns of those years and how DSEA changed - in ways that often seem counterintuitive - just 50 years
ago.” Pamela T. Nichols, Dir. of Communications, DSEA, 1985-2013

“It’s an amazing piece of historical writing. The only one of its kind. Thanks !”
Roger Kuhn, Noted NEA Rep., National AFT Rep., Author, Editer

“I am so glad you wrote this book. A lot of folks struggled against heavy odds back in the day to make
DSEA such a successful organization. Teachers need to know it didn’t just happen.” ‘
_ Estelle Parker-Selby, Retired Educator, Former DSEA- Mmorlty Affalrs Actlv1st

b g UNBELIE VABLE ST ORIES
- Who Killed Collective Bargaining for Teachers?
Who Really Controlled DSEA Back in the Day?

‘Who Blocked Efforts to Pass a Duty-Free Lunch Bill?
What Sacrifices did Courageous Local Leaders Have to Make?
How did the Race Issue and the Wilmington Riots affect DSEA?
What in the World is a Trifecta President of DSEA?

How did DSEA’s fear of its enemy help the Revolution?
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